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The Chilliwack Valley Horticultural Society 1946 - 1997.
While it is quite easy to print a year or years at the top
of this sheet it is much more difficult to determine when
gardeners of the upper Fraser river valley first grouped
together to promote the interests and benefits of sharing
with one another for mutual satisfaction and pleasures,

The writer, Fred H.Bryant, now an eighty year resident with
an interest in local history, albeit an amateur interest, has
learnt that time and dedication can ofttimes uncover many
facts lying hidden in memory and in print that will add to
almost any facet of local history.

Read any account of the exploits of the countless thousands
0f early nineteenth century men from many directions that
made up the several B.C.gold rushes and you will £ind mention
that the productivity of soil and it's potential was acknow-
ledged by many of them. Those that stayed to stake a claim

to agricultural land, rather than staking mining claims knew
well the need to help and encourage one another. In letters
home, the urgent invitation to come quickly to this lovely
and fertile delta of the Fraser river often gave instructions
to bring seeds and plants to aid in susitenance of life in a
frontier land. But enough of conjecture and philosophy.

The first Chilliwack Fair was held in 1872 and vegetables and
fruit and field crops have been among competetive exhibits
from then until now. The New Westminster Exhibition featured
district displays and there is a record of a 1931 exhibit
from Chilliwack that contained approximately fifty different
items. (see copy) There 1is an advertisement in the Chilliwack
Progress paper announcing "The Eleventh Annual Sardis & Dis-
trict Horticultural Exhibition" Thursday Bugust 4th.1938 at
the Atchelitz Hall. Ed.note: 11 years earlier would have been
1927. The Progress dated Wecd.Sept.25, 1946 carries the adver-
tizement of "The General Meeting, Parlour Show & Election

of Officers of the Chillwack Valley Horticultural Assn." to
be held in the Board of Trade Rocoms, City Hall,Chilliwack, on
Tuesday, October 1, 1946 at 8. P.M. The advertisement fur-
ther states that a talk will be given on potato diseases and
everybody welcome. (see photo coples attached)

If one takes time to think about the facts stated above you
come to realize that things were guite different then than
now. Sardis was a separate community, three miles or more to
the south of the City of Chiliiwack (incorporated 1908). The
community of Atchelitz was a pioneer and proud community, two
or three miles west of Sardis with it's own post office,
school and stores. Transportation was mostly by horse and
buggy, with oniy a few motor vehicles. These contribute to
the reasons behind the inclusicn of the word "Valley" in the
name of the first area-wide horticultural society. One may
wonder why the word society was used rather than simply club.




The Municipal Act uses the word "society" for any group that
choses to incorporate, though I see no reference to that.

Also of note was the fact that the October 1946 meeting was
held in the Board of Trade rooms (plural) in City Hall. Mrs.
Bateman's capsule notes list a meeting held in the Board of
Trade Rooms in August 1946 when nine persons organized the
Society. The location bespeaks the part played by farming in
the 1life and economy of Chilliwack. Take time to remember
that in 1946 the dirty 30's were a thing of the past and
W.W.II was over, the army camp was established and roads were
much improved and an automobile was considered essential.

My involvement with the society helps me state that in the
earlier years the group was well aware of the need for a
political position on matters related to the horticultural
needs of the area. These included matters helpful to the home
and farm garden, but also to parks and the beautification of
streets and public areas.

Minutes: Note the following:

1949. The Seed Committee changed to Seed & Plant Committee.
1952, Membership of 170 urges City Council to obtain Court
House site (Young & Bole Sts.) as a park. Later pressing for
Wilkinson house and garden property to be added. It is now
(2001) McNaughton Park and Farmer Market grounds. I961 a
ornamental crabapple tree was planted in memory of Jean Mc-
Naughton. A maple tree was planted on the grounds ocf the new
Municipal Hall (now City Hall) Young and Hocking Sts.in 1954.
1972. Society urges that a large park be the Centenial pro-
ject suggesting the historic site on Luckakuck Creek & 01d
Yale wagon road. Same area that is now Info site, Thresher-
men's and new Fair grounds. Wells Centennial Museum was the
chosen project. The Society planted the landscaping plants
around the Heritage Building, the former City Hall -1908-
1980. Mtn.Ash trees planted to mark centennial of Rosedale &
Sardis Schools 1985. Society urges beautification of Highway
1l and plantings to screen large milling operations.

Society members kept fresh flowers in library thru the year.
Decorated the stage at Evergreen hall for the Hospital Aux-
illiary 70th.BAnniversary. Many large displays created for
Spring Shows. Floral depictions of provincial crests were
created for a special show and later hung in Evergreen Hall.
1991..Petition Council to remove recyling bins from Jean
McNaughton Park. Bins removed. Requested that the park be
declared a heritage site by bylaw. Society members were
actively involved in urging Council to accept the six acre
property of Mr.& Mrs.Sam Bateman at the N.W. corner of Hope
River and Williams Rd.North, as a public park as gift of the
Batemans. Now administered by the Gywnne Vaughn Park Society.
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While it has been the good fortune of the writer to have
lived in the Chilliwack area for all of the years 1946 to
1998 that the Society was active, he has only been involved
for about thirty-five of them. So it is from minutes, news-
paper clippings and the newsletters of the Society that much
of the this material has been derived. One never really
exhausts all possible sources of information. I am grateful
to several who have helped with this article.

Someone has well said that "Change is the most constant thing
that we all live with, even if we do not take the time to
acknowledge it or perhaps even recognize it" The Horticult-
ural Society has not been immune to change, having even
encouraged it, in the more than one half century that it bore
the name "Horticultural".

One thing that has not diminished is the support of the
rooftop garden for the Extended Care Unit of Chilliwack Gen-
eral Hospital. The offering of scholarlships to students in
horticultural studies at the University Collge of the Fraser
Valley continues and will hopefully be strengthened. Almost
gone are the members with the larger areas for growing plants
like daffodils, dahlias and others £for mass exhibits. While
the membership remains contant, the interest is now in the
care and management of much smaller lawns and gardens. The
social aspect of sharing around a common interest, is still
prominent, buit everyone seems busier, desplte modern conven-
iences and time to stop and chat is harder to come by. The
open gardens, arranged in recent years meets this need in a
way that was not really planned for.

So it was, that the decisicon to change the name, simply to
"The Chilliwack Garden Club" passed with a good majority at
the Annual Meeting of November 11,1897. It had twice come to
a vote in previous years. The members of earlier years felt
that there was s5till a place for the wider and broader scope
of community influence that been a part of the original
concept. The opinion that the words "horticultural scciety"
denoted an air of professionalism that was intimidating to
prospective members finally carried the vote. It is true that
most of the present members of the B.C. Council of Garden
Cilubs are simply Garden clubs....Afterzll, what's in a name?
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Horti.Capsules for years 1981-82-83-84.

1981. .Ken Wilson Pres. Spring Show in Evergreen Hall had 150
vases of daffodils despite very stormy weather. Sam Bateman
takes 3 trophies.32 members make 250 entries. Financial state
ment shows hall rent of 385.00 & total Exp.6I9.37. Receipts
Door $466. Tea $309. Plant sale $492.25...Total $1,616.70.
Chrysantheum talk by Doug McKinnon/named rooted slips @ .50.
Full marks to 2 parlour show exhibits given by Judge Joan
Marcon. Rose Show & Mtg.in June & July...Fred & Marge Bryant
report on Portland Rose Show. Large Fall Show Sept.8 Member-
ship drive at new Cottonwood Mall adds 23. Constitution/Name
change deleting word "Valley" marks amalgamation of 2 Chill-
wacks. Pres.Ken challenges A.G.M.to broaden scope of interest
and methods. Shirley Pollock elected Pres. Dave Neufeld V.P.&
Marie Dwight,Treas.Gwynne Bateman,Rec.Sec.H.Higginson Cor.Sec

_1982. Shirley Pollock resigns for health reasons. Marlene

Williams elected Pres. Spring Show considered for Cottonwood
Mall stirs heated debate. Decision to alternate years with a
hall show as in past. Social aspects will be lost @ the Mall.
Show dates Apr.l16-17 at Mall-theme "New Horizons"& Plant Sale.
May meeting reports Mall Show a "howling success" & wanted
back next year. Mall offers trophy. June Mtg. delayed 2 weeks
to combine with July & larger Rose Show. Proposal to have
sale on separate weekend to improve both events. Questionaire
re Mall Show gets 70% Yes - 16% No-14% Maybe. Iris Bitterlich
gets $200 Bursary. Fair exhibit outstanding. Reg Unsworth &
Marie Dwight & Bill Shevkenek take trophies at big Fall Show
Floral Art classes by Ms.Ulmer held at Neufeld home. Reg -jq&s
Unsworth elected Pres. Gouwin Whiting V.P. Annual fees
increased to $5 single-$7 couple. MeetInmy venue changed to
Slesse Room at Evergreen Hall @ 30.o0o per Mtg.on trial basis.
Bulk buying of supplies well used. Christmas party to be Pot-
Luck-1st.time. Sam Bateman honoured with H.R.Richmond Per-
petual trophy for Best chrysanthemum which he has won for 15
yrs.annually. New trophy to be purchased. Evergreen hall not
available for Spring Show so it returns to Mall for 2nd year.
No entry fees/prize money to offset loss of door receipts.
Separate Plant Sale planned. April meeting returns to Elks
Hall @ $35.per night. $ 200 given to U.B.C. Botanical Gardens
to aid in funding crisis. Malcolm Wright speaks to May Mtg.
re Master Gardener Program. June Mtg.endorses a strong letter
to District Council to save a historic row of Cottonwood
trees on Banford Rd. (it worked) Mr.Ulmer judges & speaks re
insect control in gardens. Barrie Taylor & Jchn Vail take
Rose Show trophies. Sheila McKay gets $200 bursary. Permanent
numbers assigned fto Parlour Show Exhibitors. Motion to desig-
nate invested funds to accrue funds for scholarship program
passed unanimously. United Church Hall bocked for B.C.Council
3.G.M. nex*t March. 1983 Executive returned for 1984 at Nov.
A.G.M. Trial payment of 1 cent per point for Parlour Show en-
tries is successful & to continue. 1984, B.C.Garden Clubs
A.G.M. great success/ Members made Name tags/table novelties.
A special opening of Minter Gardens blest with good weather.




Chilliwack Horticultural Society: Capsule - Years 1985-1987
1985 .

President Gowin Whiting. Jean Taylor Sec. Contacted School
Board re Agr. courses. Protested cutting of evergreen tree in
Sardis Park for Christmas Tree at Municipal Hall. Joan Marcon
awards 3 perfect scores in Parlour Show. 7 at B.C. Council
A.G.M./ Spring Show & Plant Sale @ Cottonwood Mall. 100th.
Birthday of Fred Snow recognized. 30 M. Gold table skirting
cost $ 151.81. Bernard Moore speaks to 56 @ April. § 200 to
B.C. Council Scholarships. 17 exhibit 238 @ Spring Show. Club
decorates St.Mary's church @ special service, $ 818 proceeds
of Plant Sale. 5 receive Green Thumb Award. A Mtn.Ash tree
planted at Sardis & Rosedale Elementary Schools to mark 100
yrs. Venue of Spring Show still contentious issue. Plantings
@ Bradley Centre appreciated. Silver teaspoons to be given to
trophy winners 1985 onward. Gouin Whiting returned president.

1986, Death of Charter member Mae Green observed. Society to
investigate proposal of large park donation of M.Kournossoff,
Society declines involvement & feels land should stay in ALR.
Bill Vander Zalm speaker at March Meeting. Commercial exhib-
its included in Spring Show. $ 200 Scholarship to be paid to
Fraser Valley College student.Spring Show has 26 Floral Art &
240 general entries. Non Members to be invited to show in '87
Plant sale yields 916.14. Sixty present June meeting & Rose
Show John Vail & Marge Henderson win trophies. Fair entry
planned. Picnic at Minter gardens followed by stroll thru
gardens courtesy of Brian. 21 Members enter gardens in "Let's
make it sparkle contest" by Chamber of Commerce for Expo 86.
Decision to restrict Club bursary money tc local stutents to
encourage local College & withdraw from B.C.Council Program.
A plant identification gquiz popular part of meeting program.
17 take Floral Art classes taught by Mrs.Ulmer. Club asked to
assist in hosting Argentine Agricultural students. Fraser
Valley College to hold classes for horticultural judges.

Lack of interest in Club's library noted as conly 7 take out
books.27 new members + 6 returned-12 dropped out during 1986.

1987.

Reg Unsworth new Pres/ M.Vallance Vice. W.Shevkenek Treas.
Floral Art classes by Mrs.Lilian Ulmer offered/payment $10.00
Members to supply plants for new Valley Haven Garden. Club to
plant beds at new Museum. 22 mempbers made 219 entries/Spring
Show. Notice of motion to change Club's name to "Garden Club"
Brian Minter asked for advice re Museum Landscaping project.
Authorization to do landscaping at Museum passed. Terry Jack-
man to convene Fall Fair exhibit. $ 100 to Bradley Centre
rooftop Gardens. July Picnic @ Agassiz Research Stn. 80 at
June Rose Show. Club wins 1lst.in Distict Display at Fair.

19 members open gardens for tours. M.Vallance retires as
editor of Newsletter. BAnnual meeting votes 39-13 to retain
name of Chilliwack Horticultural Socliety. IS987 table officers
returned for 1988. Christmas Poitluck Supper & Party enjoyed
by 80 members and friends. Lelia Shaw's 85th birthday marked.
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Chilliwack Horticultural Society Capsules Years 1988-1990

1988 Reg Unsworth, Pres.-Kay McKinnon, Sec.-W.Shevkenek Treas
Les McBride Show Chairman. M.Henderson urges Society contact
Cattermole Timber Co. to plant trees to shield Hghy. frontage
of mill operation where land has been cleared. Ist payment of
$250 Scholarship to Mrs.Diane Kermode. Frieda Werth Spring
Show Sec. Helene Grigg Sunshine Convenor. 5 books "Weeds &
Seeds" by Peter Weiss purchased for Library & resale. 239
entries/26 exhibiters in Spring Show. Maxine Gadsen takes 5
trophies/daffodils, 5 commercial displays. Plant sale nets

$ 1,147.10--Silver spoons/all trophy winners- Van.Rose Soc.
members speak/June meeting. $ 100 to Bradley Centre Garden.
Death of Past Pres.Gouin Whiting saddens club. Oct. program
was a panel of members discussing, vegetable, dahlia &
gladiola stcrage & rose care & proved very helpful. Bulletin
to change from Gestetner to photocopying. November meeting
decides to keep scholarship money in our community. Elected
to 1989 Executive: John Vail-Pres. Les McBride-Vice Pres.
Marion Claxton-Rec.Sec.- R.W. Alendal shows slides. Fred
Brvant appointed treasurer. Life Memberships to Margaret
Vallance & Wm.&% Emma Shevkenek.

1989.. Barry Smith, Newsletter editor plans to profile a
member each month. Linda Seale receives $300 scholarship.
Society urges District Council to plant trees to aid the
environment/beautify streets as a part of Community Plan.
Dr.Doug Taylor speaks on lawn & turf care. 2nd Scholarship

to be presented annually to 2nd.yr.student to be known as
Gouin Whiting Memorial Scholarship of $300. An "Outstanding
Service" award proposed. New members to receive a plant at
next meeting. Show judges to be paid $30 + travel expenses.
June Rose Show delayed due to late spring. Reg Unsworth
celebrates 80 yrs.all members invited. Klaus Berger speaks on
history of apples % growing them. Open garden with brunch &
speakers at home of Helen Higginson well attended. Plans to
have Sept.Fall Show open to public discussed. Liz McBride
tops Fall Show - 46.25 pts.-W.Shevkenek 31.5 & Frieda Werth
30.7%. Brian Minter talks on "Winter colour in the Garden"
Oct.Mtg. Nov.AGM elects. John Vail,Pres.-Les.McBride,V.Pres.
M.Claxton Rec.Sec. Dec. Life membership given to Una Freed.

1990Q.. Sharon Christie awarded $300 scholarship. Floral art
class by Shirley Pollock & Marg.Vallance. Prize ribbons/money
decided for Spring Show. Annual dues increased to 37 & 10.00.
Nigel Argyle speaxs on crcp production in Africa & here.
April..70 hear David Tarrant speak on Container Gardening. 2¢
exhibtors show 201 items at Spring Show. Helen Higginson nam-
ed "Woman of the Year 19%80". $ 1,384.45 proceeds/plant sale.
Sept. meeting set as a Fall Harvest Show. Place exhibits 4-6
p.m. Slideshow & members to invite friends - 7-9 p.m. Fred
Bryant to chair Fall Show. July Picnic/ Agassiz Research Stn.
Congratulations to Brian Minter, named to Order of Canada.
Jack Pollock addresses Cctober meeting/subject Bonsai plants.

\ Qo




Horticultural Society-—-Capsules Nov/Dec 1990-91-1992,

Annual Meeting elects Les McBride Pres.-Marion Claxton Vice
Pres.- Vera Rogers Treas. Arlyne Kuiper/ Marlene Williams,
Secretaries. Reg Unsworth/Wm.Shevkenek retire from Executive.
Ken Wilson speaks re care of gift plants. Barbershop Men sing
at Christmas Pot Luck.

1991- Minter Garden Pass offered for winning design for Fair
8X8 display won by R.Kuiper..Membership Drive planned, Horti-
cultural Society felt to be too professional & a deterrent to
new members. Pat Burkhart gets $300 Scholarship. Hon. Life
Memberships to Helen Higginson & Reg Unsworth. Jack Kowen-
hoven speaks re grape culture. Velma Kowenhoven in charge of
sale table. Book case donated by Isabelle Larson/fitted with
shelves/castors by L.McBride as Library. P.A.System proposed.
64 @ March meeting. Mary Forstbauer speaks on Organic Garden-—
ing. District Council urged to designate "Jean McNaughton
Park" a Heritage Site. Discussion re Sat./Sun. Spring show.
Executive passes motion to have a 1 day Spring Show discussed
at general meeting. No decison made/Sunday not favoured. July
Picnic at Flack home on Vedder Rr. Life membership to long-
timers Dave/Martha Neufeld on departure. Fred Bryant chairs
Fall Show Committee. $300.Scholarship to Katharine Shuass.
Brian Minter speaks on new plants coming on the market. L.Mc-
Bride/Marion Claxton returned in office for 1992/Ralph Kuilper
as Treas. Sound amplifier purchased for $129.00.............

1992.. 43 @ Feb.meeting. Ken Wilson reports on meeting re de-
sign Jean McNaughton Park. Lee Parsons gets $300 scholarship.
Members report dissatisfaction with mailorders/Ontario firm.
Mike Brass of District Parks explains McNaughton Park Plans.
Demonstration & showing of insect traps by Phero Teck Ltd.
Group invited to participate in "Down Country Roads" history
at Evergreen Hall. Members asked to identify specimen trees
of historical value to an inventory being compiled. 63 @ Apr.
meeting.R.Unsworth tops daffodil classes @ Spring Show. Sale
nets $1,757.09. Wait&see before getting involved/ McNaughton
Park development. Floral Art classes @ St.John's Hall. Ken
Wilson speaks on rose culture/exhibiting. 50 @ June meeting.
Helen Higginson invites members to view Bradley Centre roof-
garden sponsored by Club. J.& G.Vail show slides & demon-—
strate dahlia culture. Outdated trophies pose problem. Very
successful Fall Show Sept.l1l features dahlias with Bill &
Rosa Beer judging/speaking. Janeen Vanden Berg receives
$300.Scholarship. Wm.Shevkenek personally gives $500 to 2
students. Annual meeting observes silence at passing of John
Vail, Sam Bateman & Vera McIntyre. Helene Grigg resigns as
Sunshine Convenor. Jack Pollock displays Chrysanthemum
Bonsai. Nov.10 honours member Archie Campbell, veteran of 5
yrs + 100 days as prisoner of war-2nd W.W.War. Lloyd & Sue
Haves show travelogue of gardens near & far. Elections-Marion
Claxton, Pres. Fred Bryanit, Vice.Pres.- Ursala Rawle, Sec.
$I00 to Bradley Centre for bulbs. Musical group by Eadie
Merrison entertains at great Christmas Pot-luck Party.




Horticultural Society Capsules 1993--1994.
Pres, Marion Claxton appoints Caroline Templier Historian.
Minutes dated 1946 onward to be capsuled by G.Bateman & given
to District Archives. Faye & Ray Hartford replace H.Grigg as
Sunshine convenor. Discussion re 2 or 1 day plant sale. Lisa
Bursten gets $300 Bursary. Wm.Shevkenek donates $300 to Cris
Sperling, 2nd choice. Len Hoon speaks to March meeting about
gladiola growing. Bud Black speaks in Apr.re chrysanthemums
& rooted cuttings sold quickly. 142 entries in Spring Show
down from previous years. Mall donated $ 225 in gift certif-
icates. More house plants needed to justify donations. Earnst
Hoffman, demonstrates hand made garden tools & panel of Kay
McKinnon, Ralph Kuiper & Reg Unsworth discuss dahllia growing.
Helen Higginson takes 3 trophies at Spring show. Large Fall
Show sees Ralph Kuiper win Best Dahlia trophy, Marie Isbister
Best Vegetable & Ruth Renwick best in Floral Art.The late G.
Bateman wills trophies to Society. R.W.Alendal Executor asks
Society to hold "Bob's" photo slides for community. Malcolm
Wright of F.V. College speaks on care of problems in gardens
in the fall including pruning. Life membership bestowed on
Ken Wilson for outstanding service. Nov.AGM elects Fred Bry-
ant Pres. Eric Cleaver Vice Pres. Florence Cross, Cor.Sec.&
Louise Pollock Treas. Brian Minter speaks on "Colour in a
winter garden."

1994. .Decision to start meetings at 7.30 instead of
8.P.M. & to arrange seating on carpeted area to make for a
guieter & closer seating to speakers & more room for exhibit
set-up & viewing. An inventory of equipment to be made by
Roy Campbell. Mike Brass Parks Supt. speaks on program to
update all public parks. Carla Lynn Augustine awarded scholar
-ship of $300. W.Shevkenek gives personal award to a straight
"A" student David Chappel ($300) A much improved Spring Show,
but some exhibits had been stolen. More security essential.
Plant sale nets $2.524. Ken Wilson speaks/"Planning a Garden"
June meeting & rose show. Doug Hosgood speaks & shows slides
of roses. Mr Hosgood is Pres, Vancouver Rose Society. Club
asked to provide judges for Home Garden Competition of F.V.
Real Estate Board. A shed to store equipment in one location
proposed. Costs to be investigated. Gwynne Vaughan Park to be
monitored for possible involvement. David Wilson/talk at Oct.
meeting re heather & other plants in landscaping appreciated.
Eric Cleaver to report to AGM. $8,000 investment due Dec./94.
Heritage Singers to receive 350 for entertainment / Christmas
party. Decided to get Postal Box for all Society mail due to
confusion re address. Minutes not available for Nov.A.G.M.
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Horticultural Society Capsules years 1395-1996

The first typed minutes. Discussiom re streamling business
portion of meetings to allow time for speakers. Meetings to
start at 7.30. General meeting minutes dropped/ Executive
minutes will be read & summarized in Newsletter. George
Cruickshank audits books. Twenty-one new members in '94, four
left. Proposal for a Society to manage Gwynne-Vaughn Park
reported. Mar.1l4. Margaret Vallance gave tips re showing of
daffodils, tulips etc. for Show. Guest speaker Jean Hauserman
of P.J.Greenhouses tells of the origin of Geraniums & how to
propogate/revitalize/showing slides of Geraniums, Rhodendrons
& Iris. Report that a Board of 9 elected for Gwynne Vaughan
Park Society including Margaret Vallance/Reg Unsworth. April
11. Tony Van OQOort given scholarship cheque. Bruce Tiessen
professional horticulturist speaks on garden design, layout.
soils & planting, stressing a design on paper to start with.
Total of gift certificates $200 + 58.50 cash awarded re Show.
The need for storage space for equipment noted. May meeting
hears Sylvia Pincott on "Backyard Habitant Naturescape B.C."
June 13. Greg Nutchy of Riverview Lands Society urges support
to save one of the oldest Arboretums in Canada/Essondale B.C.
Bus trip to Riverview/Bbbey at Mission successful. Plans for
50th Anniversary of Society. Large film screen purchsed from
Camera Club for $1C0. Study reveals members get $11 worth of
mail for 37.00 annual fee. Increase in dues needed.

Fall Show successful/large exhibit/attendance. Discount 10%
at Minter Shops for members announced. M.Vallance agrees to
coordinate special anniversary exhibit for 19396. Oct. meeting
agrees to subsidize daffodil bulbs to members for Golden year
show. Noted Daffodil grower Bob McMath gives history of the
bulb/growing/showing technigques. Bangquet planned for June'Sé6.
Annual Meeting adopts criteria for Green Thumb-Hon.Life mem-
bership awards. Annual dues set at $12 single-$15 family.
Elected ~ Eric Cleaver Pres.- Carey Lockwood Treas.- Colleen
Marks Rec.Sec. Dawn King receives scholarship,

1996. Year—end statements show credit balance of 3$1,279.35.
Workshops by Ralph Kuiper & Reg Unswerth re dahlia division/
propogation/nutrition/staking & disbuding. Meeting agrees to
include single daffodil clases in Spring Show - 33 - 11 vote.
Lori Hawkings new editor of Newsletter. Gold plastized cards
for anniversary year. April meeting marks death of Helen
Higginson, a memorial proposed. Recognition of Ralph Kuiper &
Fred Bryant accredited judges by B.C.Council of Garden Clubs.
Purchase of bulk fertilzer approved. Botanist Wilf Nichols of
U.B.C entertains with slides/remarks re the propogation of
new plants before release to dealers proves very informative.
Picure & plague at Bradley Centre agreed as memorial to Helen
Higginson. July Picnic at home & garden of Reg Unsworth. Fall
Show huge success. Open gardens tours (2 weekends) well att-
ended/worthwhile. Name tags with pressed flowers approved.
Committee to review By-laws & recommend revision to A.G.M.
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Horti Society Capsules 1997;

Marlene Williams Pres. & Janet Stoner Sec. Feb.mtg.hears re
grape pruning by Jack Kowenhoven & gquestions re hydrangeas

& house plants ans.by Ken Wilson. Slide Show by Don & Mildred
McPhee much enjoyed. 78 @ Mar.mtg.hear Tom Baumann of U.C.F.V
re culture of small fruits. Tea announced for Bradley Centre
in Memory of Helen Higginson Mar.29. M.Vallance judges/speaks
re daffodil exhibits. G.Cruickshank submits audited statement
for 1996 showing Rec.$8.217.38 & Ex. $8.280.38 loss & $£63.00.
Janet Rowe speaks to 74 @ Apr.mtg.on gladiola culture.l1l6 Exh.
place 143 exhibits at Spring Show. Plant sale nets $2.400.
Bonnie Townsend aroused interest in Herbs as speaker. 78 hear
presentation re 0ld Roses by Marion Vaughan. John Byland wins
all rose trophies/Shirley Scales wins Floral Art/Tom Meagher
wins annuals/perennials. Committee, chaired by Eric CLeaver &
Margaret Vallance, Carey Lockwood & Les McBride draft new by-
laws and recommend name change to A.G.M. Sept.mtg./Fall Show
sees Jan Stoner win best dahlia & Marie Isbister top Veg.Exh.
Ken Wilson speaks re propogation by division of perennials.
50 @ Oct.mtg. hear Linda Wall speak re tulip & other bulbs
planting/care.recommending new bulbs annually. A.G.M. Nov.1l1l/
97 hears/sees Christmas arrangments made by Barbara Mathews.
Name of Club changed to "Chilliwack Garden Club" by 85% &
Constitution changed by 9%% & by-laws amended by 95% all by
secret ballot. H.B.Van Horne conducts elections as follows.
Pres. Colleen Marks, Vice Pres.Lori Hockings,Sec.Janet Stoner
& Carey Lockwood continues as Treas. 163 members in 1997 &
155 renewed for '98. Rec. $4,961.47. Exp. $4,496.44--Surplus
$ 465.03 & $600 In two bursaries. Thanks expresed to Marlene
Williams as Pres. in a challenging & eventful year.

And so ends 52 years of Gardening under the name of the
Chilliwack Horticultural Society. But as sure as Springtime
follows winter, the snows melted and with the March winds
and April showers that bring forth May flowers, the work,
love and pleasures of gardening continues under the new and
perhaps simpler name "Chilliwack Garden Club.” F.H.B.
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